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Table 1. Classification of sedimentary barite deposits and their subtypes
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GENETIC TYPES OF BARITE DEPOSITS IN CHINA

Chu Youlong

(No. 7 Geological Par.y of Guangxi, Liujiang County, Guangxt)

Abstract

On the basis of the minerogenetic mechanism, modes of occurrence and
relationship between orebodies and wall rocks. the barite deposits in China
might be gnetically grouped into five types.

1. The sedimentary type barite deposit: It is the most important type in
China and, according to the difference in sedimentary envoronment, can be
iurther divided iuto two subtypes: marine facies and inland lacustrine facies
sedimentation. ‘The main features of this type of deposits are (1) the orebodies
occur in stable or relatively stable stratiform or stratoid forms along a certain
stratigraphic horizon and (2) the texture and structure oi the ore show obvious
sedimentary characteristics.

2. The stratabound veinlike baritc deposit: Orcbodies appear in groups and
zones, occur in the filling form within fracture zomes or fissure zones of the
wall rocks aud are controlled by certain strata. Ore materials are derived from
strata, and minerogenesis has nothing to do with volcauic rocks.

3. The veiulike hydrothermal barite deposit: It has direct genetic conne-
ction with igneous rocks and is a post-magmatic mesothermal-epithermal de-
posit.

4. The volcanic sedimentary barite deposit: The ore bed is consistent with
wall rocks, the texture and structure of the ore show characteristics of volca-
nic sedimentation, antd the minerogenesis is related to volcauism.

5. The residual-slope accumulation type barite deposit: It occurs mnear the
primary veinlike barite deposit and is genetically a residual accumulation de-

posit after the weathering of the primary barite deposit.



